
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pastor’s Page 

In all circumstances, give THANKS 
(1 Thessalonians 5:18) 

 

Dear Church Family and Friends, 

How is your Thanksgiving Celebration? I hope you uttered words of appreciation to one another 

and God. According to Strong’s definitions, the Hebrew word for thanksgiving is תּוֹדָה todah from the 

root word yadah. It is a noun meaning confession, praise, and thanks made toward God. It is more than 

saying thank you. It is an act of worship. 

 

Paul wrote to the church in Thessalonica to give thanks in all circumstances (5:18). However, how 

do we give thanks or worship God amidst difficulties or sorrow? How do we express our gratitude when 

it seems all things are failing? How do we give thanks in all circumstances? I think the answer is in the 

two preceding verses: Pray continually (Confession) and rejoice always (Praise). 

 

Confession is acknowledging one’s own sins against God. It is being honest, genuine, and 

vulnerable toward someone (toward God). For me, it is being intimate with God in all seasons, like what 

Paul wrote: pray continually (5:17). In any situation, we are taught to be intimate with God. To have a 

word with Him, to listen to God’s whispers, and be in His presence. I know that being in God’s presence, 

even if we start with complaints about life, eventually, we will end up giving thanks to the one who 

forgives our sins and shortcomings. We will end up giving thanks to the ONE who is always ready to 

listen to our confession and plea. 

 

Praise is acknowledging and recounting the wonderful, righteous, and amazing things that God 

has done for us. Our hearts will be filled with joy as we think of all God has done and is doing. Paul 

urged the early believers to always rejoice (5:16) because he knew nothing could stop joyful people from 

praising and worshiping God. The joy that comes from God makes one see things in a bright light even 

when the world is in darkness. It is the joy of the Lord that makes one strong, even if he or she is weak. I 

firmly believe the joy of the Lord leads us to be thankful in all circumstances. 

 

Like Paul, I am encouraging and challenging all of us to have confession directly to God. Let us be 

intimate with God as we pray without ceasing. I am inviting all to acknowledge and recount God’s works 

for us, wherein God saved us and redeemed us from our sins. As we move into the season of Advent, in 

our waiting and celebration, let us give thanks in all circumstances. Yes, we can give thanks in all 

circumstances because we can do all things through Christ, who strengthens us and give us joy. We give 

thanks to the God who was born in a manger and born in our hearts. 

Merry Christmas! 
Giving thanks to God for you,  

Pastor Roeline 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


